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SUBJ: ALLEGATIONS OF CHILEAN - SOUTH AFRICAN MILITARY 
REF: USUN 5138 

1 . SEVERAL WEEKS AGO A STORY CIRCULATED HERE AMONG HUMAN 
RIGHTS INTEREST GROUPS, CHILEAN EXILE GROUPS, AND A FEW 
JOURNALISTS CONCERNING THE SUPPOSED PRESENCE IN SOUTH 
AFRICA. AND SPECIFICALLY IN SOUTH WEST AFRICA, OF "CHILEAN 
TROOPS’". THESE TROOPS ALLEGEDLY WERE ASSISTING SOUTH 
AFRICAN FORCES IN REPRESSIVE ACTIONS. IN RESPONSE TO 
SEVERAL CALLS FROM INTERESTED PARTIES ASKING US TO CONFIRM 
OR DENY THE STORY, WE TOOK INFORMAL SOUNDINGS AT THE DESK 
AND EMBASSY LEVEL. THE UNAMIMOUS CONCLUSION, WHICH WE 
CONVEYED TO INQUIRERS, WAS THAT THE STORY WAS ABSURD. 
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2. REFTEL REPORTS THAT CHARGE HAD NOW BEEN RAISED DIRECT- 
LY OR INDIRECTLY BY MOZAMBIQUE, CUBA AND VIETNAM IN UN 
COMMITTEE 3. 

3. WE HAVE NO INFORMATION THAT "CHILEAN TROOPS" ARE IN 
SOUTH AFRICA, AND KNOW OF NO BASIS FOR SUCH A CHARGE. 
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OBVIOUS EXPLANATIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT OF THIS STORY WOULD 

HAVE BEEN OBSERVANCE OF UNIFORMED CHILEAN MILITARY AT- 
TACHES, OR A VISITING DELEGATION OF CHILEAN MILITARY, BUT 
WE ARE AWARE OF NO SUCH PRESENCE IN SOUTH AFRICA AND 
CERTAINLY NOT IN SOUTH WEST AFRICA. 

4. MOST LIKELY EXPLANATION IS THAT STORY IS PROPAGANDA 
FABRICATION BY ENEMIES OF CHILE AND/OR SOUTH AFRICA. IT 
WILL BE HELPFUL, HOWEVER, IF EMBASSY SANTIAGO AND EMBASSY 
PRETORIA WILL COMMENT UPON WHAT EVIDENCE MAY EXIST OF 
CHILEAN-SOUTH AFRICAN MILITARY RELATIONSHIPS IN GENERAL, 
AND THE ALLEGATIONS OF CHILEAN TROOPS IN SOUTH AFRICA IN 
PARTICULAR. ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING THE SOURCE OF THE 
ALLEGATION WILL BE HELPFUL. VANCE 
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